
 

VQ NEWSLETTER 
Fall/Winter 2015-16 

The Prez Sez  
VQ Association members,  

 I’m writing this on Christmas Eve eve.  Remembering a busy year – lots of things 
happening in the world - some not good.  Wars in several areas of the world and threats 

including the one we can’t see – cyber.  Rest assured, our dedicated VQ and VPU members are working on countering these threats.  
The VQ and VPU aircrews are operating the most technologically advanced aircraft in our community’s history – 60 plus years.  Why 
60 plus?  Before the VQ squadrons existed there were the Special Projects Detachments (at least 5 years before VQ squadrons were 
commissioned) who pioneered the way our squadrons operate today; specifically, they are innovative and forward thinking.  Although 
we don’t get recognition because of our secrecy, we make a huge difference in our country’s successes in conflict.  I am proud to be a 
part of this community. 

This has been a good year for our association.  You may recall last year we donated to Fisher House which has the lowest admin costs 
compared to many of the organizations who serve our Vets.  This year we made donations to Fisher House ($2.5k) and the DAV 
($2.5k).  Thanks to our Treasurer, Sandy McClellan, for keeping us on track financially and making it possible for us to be so generous 
to the organizations who help our Vets.  And just a quick mention that Fisher House takes donations of airline miles to help fly family 
members to locations where their family members are being treated. 

I’m happy to report that we helped at least two Vietnam Vets with Agent Orange claims.  We helped connect them with shipmates who 
were able to write “buddy letters” and get their VA claims approved.  We’ve tried to publicize that the only way the VA will allow 
these claims is that someone who served with them can vouch that they were in country together.  Thanks to all of you for reaching out 
to the VQ community (even those who are not members of our association) to help these Vets with their claims. 

As for the Active Duty side, I’ve reported in a previous newsletter that VQ-1 may decommission in 2020 and VPU-2 in 2019.  I’m 
hearing rumors that both may be extended since the P-8 (manned) and Triton (unmanned) won’t be fully capable of all the things the 
EP-3 can to today.  No matter what, our Active Duty members have exciting futures because of their expertise in intelligence and 
technology. 

If you are on our email list, you get notices about shipmates and spouses who have passed.  I want to note one passing in particular – 
Larry Brosh, who passed away Jan 13, 2016.  Larry served our country for 28 years as a uniformed veteran and in many other ways 
throughout his life.  We honor his service as a strong VQ community advocate and for his service long after he retired as a VQ 
Association member, board member and President.  Larry guided and advised me as I became a board member.  It is not just Larry we 
honor.  Patti Brosh is also a valued member of our VQ family.  She and Larry jumped into running the VQ Association with both feet 
and were present at all the reunions I have attended and more.  We will miss Larry’s wit, wisdom and sea stories.  Fair winds and 
following seas, my friend.  Patti, know that the VQ family is here to support you.  Larry and Patti, we sincerely thank you for your 
service. 

Finally, I want to say thanks to our VQ Association member.  I believe we have the best membership of any Navy community.  
Judging from the strong showing at the reunions, especially the most recent one on the Queen Mary in Long Beach (Thanks Putt and 
Katy).  I think we’ll continue to have strong interest for years to come.  See you in Grapevine, TX. 

Keith May 



The Genesis of training the Japanese Self Defense Forces (part 2)  

“The Installation Adventure” 

 The JSDF training program in Tokyo lasted 
12 weeks, with 32 tri-service Japanese students, 
while the compound in Hokkaido was being built.  
The facility consisted of a large courtyard 
surrounded by a high wall, metal pickets and a 
double-gate entry with intercom and camera 
surveillance.  The main building contained a mess-
hall, sleeping quarters, duty office and operations 
center; with a silo at the end of the 
structure to house a receiving antenna.  It 
also contained a common bath facility, as 
well as a generator in-a-pit which comes 
in-play in a subsequent part of the story. 

 For those inexperienced with 
Japanese toilets and baths; the toilets are 
porcelain holes (no seats) and the bath 
contained multiple hot/cold faces around 
the base of the walls; where attendees 
can wash & rinse (with wooden buckets 
and short wooden stools) before entering 
the central large tup @110°) and soak with all the 
other attendees, before drying off and ending the 
bath.  Both sexes and all ages typically participate in 
this process together.  Our hosts were aware that 
Americans utilized different facilities; so in 
anticipation of our arrival, they went to a nearby, 
former U.S.Air Force Communications facility, and 
confiscated a commode that they adapted to straddle 
one porcelain hole, and added piping; and a shower 
alongside their tub, for our use only.  Each day, 
before the end of the day-shift a building staff 
member would fire up the shower and soak, and 
when we exited, the rest of the crew would then go 
through their bath ritual.  The night before our 
departure we altered their honorable ritual 
dramatically.  But, that’ to be described at the end of 
this chapter. 

 When I first arrived in Japan in 1954, I 
observed that the Japanese seemed to be very 
inefficient; working in teams when one person could 
accomplish the task and using very indirect 

approaches to getting a job complete.  Over time I 
realized that the inefficiency was deliberate in post 
WWII bankruptcy and the need to lower 
unemployment.  However, I believe the method 
became standard practice.  When our team first 
toured the new facility, it was pointed out that the 
city power was frequently off-line, so they had an 
emergency generator; in a pit, below ground level, in 
the Boiler room.  Hokkaido freezes from September 
to late April, and when the ground thaws it is 
saturated with water, with the generator below 

ground level being subject to rising water.  
When I mentioned that, it was proudly 
pointed out that they had put in a pump in 
the pit, controlled by a switch at the top 
of the stairs, so when they were alerted to 
the rising water they would turn on the 
switch.  We walked off shaking our 
heads, and went on with installing the 
equipment.  Three weeks later, I observed 
one of our students fabricating a circular 
aluminum device with a rod sticking out 
of it.  This had nothing to do with our 

project, so I asked what it was for.  He 
said he was building a float and that the rod would 
be connected to a micro-switch, so when the water 
rose above a certain level, it would activate the 
micro-switch.  I was absolutely thrilled.  I thought 
being around our team had rubbed off on him.  Then, 
when he completed the hook up, he demonstrated 
what he did:  which was connect the micro-switch, 
not to the pump, but the bell in the Duty Office; to 
alert the on-duty person to go down the hall and turn 
on the pump manually.  What a let-down!  I asked 
how they wired the bell, and he said they already had 
one that ran underground to the button at the main 
gate, for gaining entry.  Do I need to state the 
obvious?  When the bell rings how can they know if 
it’s the gate or the micro-switch?  Sooooooo, after 
work I waited for everyone to be down for the night 
except the duty  person; and Larry and I wired the 
micro-switch up to the ceiling and across the hall 
into our sleeping quarters; then commenced to 
activate the bell, listened for the on-duty person to 
run down the hall, check the pit, go to the front door 
and check the gate, see nothing and settle back down 



in the office; then trigger the bell again.  After 
several activations we heard members of the staff 
getting up to dig up the wiring to the gate, so we had 
to fess up that we were doing it and why.  Welcome 
to Gaijin humor. 

 As we approached the end of the 8 weeks on-
site, we had installed the directional receiving 
system and recorder; had fabricated an analysis 
station patch-panel which provided the capability to 
conduct full signal analysis; and conducted 2 weeks 
of training in collection and report generation.  We 
were done! 

 The day before we were to depart, we 
decided to putt a prank that the students would 
remember for the rest of their lives.  We went into 
town and bought a woman’s slip and bra, a box of 
laundry soap, a mop, balloons, shaving cream & 
bottles of perfume.  When we were called to 
commence our bath, we took in our supplies.  Capt. 
Fisher put on the bra (filled with two water 
balloons), slip and put the mop (separated from the 
pose) on his head; and positioned himself at the far 
wall in-line with the entry door.  The rest of us 
dumped the soap in the tub, stirred it up until the 
bath room was full of suds.  We grabbed a bottle of 
perfume and shaving cream, and announced that we 
were done with our baths and the crew could come 
in.  As they entered enmasse , they were shocked at 
what they saw, and then we started peppering them 
with shaving cream and perfume, and they started 
running out and down the halls with us in pursuit.  
Total chaos and yelling….until I chased a student 
into the mess-hall, where a JSDF Col. (we didn’t 
know was in the building for the next day’s 
ceremony) was conversing with the site Commander.  
That quickly ended our prank.  But at least they 
experienced a second dose of Gaijin humor.  It must 
have had a positive effect on them, because they all 
came to the train station the next day to see us off, 
and all had tears in their eyes as we pulled out.. 
(Conclusion next letter) 

 Women will never be equal to men until they 
can walk down the street…with a bald head and 
beer gut, and still think that they are sexy. 

A TIDBIT OF HISTORY 

 In today’s military, we have many unique 
customs.  What is not realized is that what is now 
custom, formerly had a real purpose.  Take the use of 
Side Boys to welcome a ranking visitor aboard a 
military vessel.  It is the task of assigning two, four, 
six, or eight men to line both sides of the gangplank 
based on the ascending rank of the officer visiting 
the vessel, with tow being assigned for Ensigns and 
Lieutenants, up to eight for Admirals and above.  
More rank, more honor guard right?  But this system 
originally served a darker purpose.. 

 This custom came from the British Navy of 
the 17th century.  Back then, men did not often have 
the luxury of walking on to their ships:  most had to 
transfer from a small boat to the larger ship by 
Ladder, or by a device called a bosun’s chair, which 
was essentially a seat attached to a yardarm by a 
block and tackle.  Here is where the relevance comes 
about:  the younger you were and less rank you had, 
the lighter you were.  Thus, a light Midshipman or 
LT needed only two men on the haul rope, while a 
long endurance and often very stout Admiral, having 
eaten everything and then some over their forty year 
careers, tended to need eight men to pull the up.  
Additional jobs, such as availing themselves to 
steady the person after getting them to the deck, and 
helping the the person’s luggage and other dunnage 
they would bring with them, also necessitated a 
required number of hands based on their weight or 
amounts of belongings collected throughout the 
years.  



LET’S DO GRAPEVINE 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Dallas DFW Airport 

North 
www.outdoorworld.embassysuites.com 

 Plan the perfect wine-themed getaway in Grapevine, the 
headquarters of the Texas wine tasting experience. Grapevine is 
home to a vibrant and growing urban wine trail which features daily 
wine tastings and special events throughout the year. From strong and 
bold Texas red wines to crisp and clean Texas white wines, you'll find a variety of favorite taste 
sensations. Texas is the fifth-largest wine-producing state in the U.S., and Grapevine has served as a trendsetter 
in wine culture and a leader in the Texas wine industry with award-winning festivals celebrating the fruit of the 
vine as well as wineries and winemakers for more than 25 years. Come visit one of the winery tasting rooms 
located throughout the city. You'll be glad you did.  
 Saturday Golf tournament at a great course 9 miles from the hotel. 
 The hotel offers a free shuttle to the airport and to the Grapevine Mills and downtown historic 
Grapevine.  It also offers a free, made to order, breakfast and a free 2 hr. happy hour each evening from 5 to 
7pm.  Free Parking!  All of this for $129 + tax per night.  September 22 -25, 2016 
 If enough people are interested we will have a bus to the JFK Museum or the Bush Library (or maybe 
both if it is feasible). 
 The banquet will be held on Saturday in the hotel with a Country Band and some Line Dancing. 
 Because of the pleasant environment for visiting in the hotel, there will not be a special event on Friday 
evening. 
 Ft. Worth has some really neat museums, (my favorite being the free Amon Carter Museum of Western 
Art), the Stockyards with a herd of longhorns coming through at various times, and of course, shopping. Lots of 
souvenir shopping! 

VQ ASSOCIATION NEW MEMBER APPLICATION/MEMBER DUES RENEWAL 

Member name:       ______________________________ Spouse/Sig. Other____________________________________________ 
Nick name____________________________            
Address    __________________________________      City/StateZip________________________________________________     

Tel.  __________________  Email _________________________________ 

Dues are$20.00 year/$30.00 two years.                                                 Total Dues $_______________________ 

For New Members  

Last Military Rank/rate (opt) _________ Present Status ___________________ (Active, Retired, Civilian) 
Squadron Service (VQ-1, 2, 5, 6 or Support only) briefly describes duties. (i.e. – VQ-1 1963-67, Atsugi, Personnel officer/A-3 
navigator, airframe shop CPO, engine mech power plants shop, etc.) 

Base:____________Duties:_______________________________ 
We do not send notices for dues payment. We rely on the honor system with dues normally paid in October.Secretary Mike Chicvara, 
17615 N. 131st Dr., Sun City West, AZ 85375, email:  amcsret@cox.net, Phone:480-313-4661 Please Print Legibly  

http://www.outdoorworld.embassysuites.com
http://www.grapevinetexasusa.com/things-to-do/texas-wine-experience/
http://www.grapevinetexasusa.com/grapefest/
mailto:amcsret@cox.net


CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS & VQ-2  
Chapter 2 

 BOCA CHICA (NAS Key West), was  pretty 
much of a caretaker operation prior to the Cuban 
Crisis.  On our arrival we were told that, early on in 
the crisis, a flight of four F-104s flew down from 
Homestead AFB to operate from the field.  
Supposedly, the first one to land ran off the end of 
the runway and a second one landed short.  The other 
two aircraft decided not to bother and went back to 
Homestead where the runways were longer. 
 We arranged for quarters for our men, but the base 
did not have “adequate” quarters for the officer crew.  
We were bused over to the Navy’s Seaplane Base on 
Key West proper (about 5 miles).  Our EA3 officers 
were already there.  The operation was pretty much 
an alternating day effort between the A3 and the 
WV2.  Aside from the fact that we thought ourselves 
to still be on the verge of war (the missiles were not 
yet out of Cuba), our operation consisted of a 
racetrack that was almost always on Cuba’s north 
Coast - staying outside of the 12 mile national 
boundary.  A typical operation would start before 
daylight with the PIC and evaluator crew going 
across the airfield for a classified briefing.  For those 
of us that were copilots, the operation could be quite 
boring.  The flights were about six ours in duration.  
I liked to take a turn on the nav table as it gave me 
more to do than just sitting in the cockpit watching 
the autopilot.  On one occasion, abeam Havana, I did 
see that we had a MIG-17 Farmer flying along with 
us.  He was only a temporary distraction, and I never 
saw another aircraft during our operations. 
 We celebrated Christmas Eve very much alone.  
We grilled on the BBQ some fresh fish that a couple 
of evaluators had caught while on a fishing boat that 
morning.  Everything around the seaplane base 
seemed to be closed (can’t recall what kind of 
messing facilities we had there), and we were out on 
one of the pier structures at the grill.  It seemed odd 
to be so alone at a base in the U.S.  Aside from our 
Cuban-associated activities, there was no evidence of 
military alert in the area other than the pair of Navy 
F4H fighters that were usually at the end of the 
runway.  
Jack Kenton  Chapter 3 next Newsletter 

By Request: 
A CONNIE OMLET 

  
 The flight electrician aboard the Super 
Connie also had the responsibility to prepare all 
meals during the flight.  The Galley was equipped 
with a large griddle to facilitate this responsibility. 
 After 50 years, my recollection might be a 
bit fuzzy but as requested by many, following is the 
recipe for the omelets we prepared. 

1)  Chop onions, ham, tomatoes, mushrooms, and 
olives. 

2) 2)  Shred Chedder cheese - (Set aside #! & #2) 
3) 3 eggs,  1/8 cup milk, salt & pepper to taste, beat 

vigorously! 
4)   Pour eggs onto griddle, when eggs are firm add 

chopped items 1 & 2.  Fold eggs over mixture, 
flip once and serve.                                                                                
This recipe is best served at about 10,000 feet. 
bit can work at ground level……………… 
Other food items served, copious amounts of 
peanut butter, lunch meat (horse_______), 
sandwiches, steak & baked potatoes.  Yum, Yum! 

    Anonymous 

MORE HISTORY   
 In the 1940s BuAer News Letter 186 wrote 
“Grampaw Pettibone, long since retired, is now back 
in parachute harness.   He started flying back in the 
days when airplanes were built out of cigar boxes 
and baling wire; when an airplane was considered a 
success if the pilot could coax it 50 feet in the air, 
and a successful landing was anything you could 
walk away from.”  And so it started. 

A note from the Editor 
 Patti Brosh would like to thank everyone for  
all of the thoughtful cards and prayers,  also for the 
beautiful arrangement. Larry had many wonderful 
lifelong friends from his time in the Navy and he was 
very grateful to have known them. 

Thank you all again. 

http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x16015419125543387459&id=YN873x16015419125543387459&q=Embassy+Suites+by+Hilton+Dallas+DFW+Airport+North+Grapevine+TX&name=Embassy+Suites+by+Hilton+Dallas+DFW+Airport+North&displayFirstImage=True#photos


 

Every Sailor knows the law of random numbers - If 
you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy 

signal; someone always answers. 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________ 

City/State/Zip________________________________________ 

PHONE___________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________________________ 

ORDER FORM

Item Qty Description Price Total

SMALL 
STORES

All prices include Shipping 
Make check/M.O. to:  

VQ Association 
Mail to:  Dick McElellan 

773 Woodcock Rd., Henrico, NC 
27842 

252-537-0954 

ITEM # DESCRIPTION Price 

101      EA-3B Hat (No Eggs)  $ 19.00 

102      EA-3B Hat (With Eggs)  $ 20.00 

103      EC-121 Hat  (No Eggs)  $ 19.00 

104      EC-121 Hat  (With Eggs)  $ 20.00 

105      EP-3E Hat (No Eggs)  $ 19.00 

106      EP-3E Hat (With Eggs)  $ 20.00 

107      P4M-1Q Hat (No Eggs)  $ 19.00 

108      P4M-1Q Hat (With Eggs)  $ 20.00 

109      VQ Ground Pounder Hat (Bat)  $ 16.00 

110      VQ Ground Pounder Hat (Sandeman)  $ 16.00 

111      VQ Assoc. Logo Hat (White/Soft/Golf)  $ 19.00 

112      Olive Drab Patrol Cap w/"Navy" Front  $ 19.00 

113      VQ-1 Bat Patch  $ 6.00 

114      VQ-2 Bat Patch  $ 6.00 

115     VQ-2 Sandeman Patch  $ 6.00 

116      A-3 Patch  $ 6.00 

117      EC-121 Patch  $ 6.00 

118      EP-3 E  Patch  $ 6.00 

119      Tonkin Gulf Yacht Club Patch  $ 6.00 

120      VQ Assoc.  Logo Coffee Mug  $ 12.00 

121      VQ Assoc Logo 4" Decal  $ 3.00 

122      Diecast VQ P-3 Acft. Call me for $ info  7 avail.

123      Diecast T-34 Acft,  Call me for $  info  4  avail.

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING



THE V. P. SEZ, 

Another fine year for the VQ Association has passed with another great year ahead. The 2015 
reunion on the Queen Mary at Long Beach, CA was certainly a change of pace and a refreshing new 
idea for a reunion. Thanks to “putt” and Katie Prevette for such a fine and seamless event. As hosts 
they tirelessly put together all the many, many details that make for a successful reunion. Patti and 
Larry Brosh have stepped forward to host the 2016 reunion in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. I’m sure 
more details are elsewhere in this newsletter. At our officers and board of directors meeting at the Long 
Beach reunion, it was proposed and subsequently voted upon by the general membership to donate 
$2500.00 to each of Disabled Americans veterans (DAV) and the Fisher House Foundation. Our 
treasurer Sandy McClellan has disbursed these funds and received back very, very appropriate “thank- 
you’s”.  Sandy says we are keeping our heads well above water in the treasury department. Hopefully 
we can continue this philanthropy.  Speaking of treasury and funds I ask all members to check the small 
number on your address label for dues paid thru.  For example, 15 means your dues are paid thru 2015. 
Dues are $20.00 a year or $30.00 for 2 years. Our dues are most important to keep our association alive 
and vibrant. Newsletters, rosters, postage, website maintenance, office supplies, small gifts/awards 
donations and more are sustained with dues. Our reunions are funded only by attending participants, 
not dues. If you are in arrears or just coming back into our folds we just ask you to pay current dues. 
We do not look back. Pay up for a year or perhaps two (2) and your good to go!! No dues statements 
are sent to association members – “just the honor system”. Dues are paid directly to our association 
secretary Mike Chicvera, 17615 N. 131St, Drive, Sun City West, and AZ. 85375 anytime or with 
reunion sign up.  Our membership seems to be thriving, however, if you know or have contact with any 
old (or young) VQ shipmates who don’t know about us “get ‘em on board”.  All for now and “see ya”  
at the TX reunion September 22-25.

Dick McClellan 
Association V. P.

P.S. 2017 Reunion (East) maybe Dayton, OH??

Did you notice the Association Application form under the Grapevine announcement?  If you haven’t 
joined, we would be really pleased to have you in our organization.  And, for you members, please be sure to 
note the date next to your address.  It indicates the date your dues expire.

One further note on Grapevine:  Next door to the Visitor’s Center, which a really neat place to visit, is a 
Mystery Dinner Theater.  It is a little pricey, ($59), but for dinner and a hokey good time, that’s not bad.   If you 
are interested, please make a note of it on your reservation slip, which will appear in July.  There are a limited # 
of tables.  



VQ Association Web Site: vqassociation.org 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x16015419125543387459&id=YN873x16015419125543387459&q=Embassy+Suites+by+Hilton+Dallas+DFW+Airport+North+Grapevine+TX&name=Embassy+Suites+by+Hilton+Dallas+DFW+Airport+North&displayFirstImage=True#photos



