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Maritime Patrol Association Hall of Fame
Captain Vince Anania, USN earned the Distinguished Flying Cross after successfully landing a VQ-1 P4M-1Q and saving a crew of 14 when two MIG fighters off of the North Korean coast attacked the aircraft in June 1959. The aircraft suffered extensive damage to the fuselage and wings and lost operation of the starboard reciprocating and jet engines. With the rear tail gunner suffering more than 40 shrapnel wounds and the other crew members jettisoning as many items off of the plane as possible to lighten the load, CAPT Anania was credited with using all of his strength to keep the aircraft airborne for more than 300 miles to the nearest base where the crew landed safely. 
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Aircrewman is Decorated
Saved Gunner During Mig Attack

Richard E. Nelson, AO1, who was a
crewman aboard the pim Mercator
which was attacked by Mig fighters
over the sea of Japan last June, has been
awarded the Navy-Marine Corps medal,

The attacking aircraft made three
firing runs on the pam, wounding the
tail gunner. Nelson administered im-
mediate first aid to the crewman and
covered him with his own body to
protect him from bullets which pierced
the fuselage during the last pass.

Soon after the crippled Navy plane
limped back to Miho Air Base, the
two pilots received Distinguished Fly-
ing Crosses for their actions and the
other crew members were awarded
Air Medals. Nelson’s award later was
raised to the Navy-Marine Corps medal.
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RED FIGHTERS ATTACK

NAVY PATROL PLANE
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WASHINGTON (AP)—A U.S. Navy P4M patrol plane was attacked by
MIG jet fighters over international waters of the Sea of Japan Tuesday and
one of the crew was wounded, the Defense Department reported.

The incident, in which two MIG fighters were believed to have made the
attack, occurred about 85 miles east of Wonsan, north Korea.

The first reports received here did not make clear whether the American
plane returned the fire.

Neither did those reports identify the attacking planes by nationality.
The MIGs are Russian-type planes used by the Soviets, Red Chinese and north
Koreans.

“Radio reports said the jets attacked without warning, firing tracer am-
munition,” the Pentagon announcement said.

“Thought to be two in number, they made six firing runs and followed

West Gives
Russ New
Berlin Plan

GENEVA (AP)—The West-
ern foreign ministers Tuesday
night offered Russia a new
compromise to overcome the
biggest obstacie in the way of
a Berlin settlement.

The formula was worked out

as a means of settling the Berlin
corisia on an interim

Rash

Thursday, June 18, 1959

the PAM to within 50 feet of the water as the patrol plane took evasive action.
s : : o : Skies were clear and ceillng
unlimited.

“A tail gunner in the U.S.

plane was seriously wounded
as his gun was knocked out on the
first run. He was the only casualty
reported.

‘“‘Attacking aireraft were silver
MIG with red stars aft
ts on the fuselage,”
the reports said.

* . *

THE NAVY IDENTIFIED the
wounded crewman, a tail gun-
ner, as Aviation Electrician’s Mate
3/C Donald Eugene Corder, son
of Ivan L. Corder, Jacksonville,
1., and Mrs. Lucy May Tharp,
Yarmer City, Ill. Corder’s condi-
tion was reported good.

In Washington, Assisfant Sec-
retary of State Walter Robertson
said the attack was bemg ¢

liberately timed to create
BRSO R

international waters of the Sea of Japan,
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NAVY CREW of 2 P¢M patrol plane which was | man; Aviation Ordnanceman/IC Richard Fugene
aitacked by MIG fighters over the Sea of Japan t | Nelson, 33, first ordnanceman; Aviation Electronics | commander, Naval ¥orces Japan; Lt. Cdr.
the press at Yokosuka Wednesday to relate their ex- | Technician/1C Eugene Barker, 25, radarman; Aviation
perience. In the back row (from left) are Aviation | Electronics Technician Airman James Alexander | S. Withington, commander,
Machinist Mate/2C Gary Dean Sampson, 25, plane cap- | Broughton Jr., 23, radarman; Aviation ¥lectronics | Cdr. Vincent Joseph Anania Jr., 38,
tain; Aviation Electronics Technician Robert L. Harrel- | Technician Airman John W. Iuliano, 19, radarman, and | Lt. (jg) John Dennis Malone,
son Jr, 34, first radioman; Aviation Fire Control | Aviation KElectronics Technician/3C Gary 0. Frickson, | O. Farley, 24, radarman,
Technician/1C Floyd Walter McClintick, 37, first radar- | 19, radarman. In the front row (left to right) are Navy | second navigator.

| PAM (rewmen Relate Bad Moments inAttacl( |

Capt. James Brinckerhoff Dredenburgh III, chief of staff,

Donald R.

Mayer, 35, pilot of the patrol plane; Rear Adm. Frederie

Naval Forces Japan; Lt
the second pilol
25, navigator; Lt. (jg) El
and Ens. Denald R. Sullivan, 23,

PAM Guns

Were Out

When Fighters Struck

(Continued From Page 1)
utilizing the space for
sance-type equipment,

“For a similar reason, and to
compensate for the weight of the
additional equipment, the top tur-
ret had been removed.

reconnais-

“When the attack occurred, the
pilot swung the plane away from
the attacking MIGs in order to
bring the I turret to bear for
defensive purposes. When the pilot
and tail gunner attempted simul-
PSR SR ey (PR PG el SO

concerned over the reported in-
ability to shoot back. He said he
had asked the Navy for a com-
plete report on the incident.

At the Capitol, critical senators
demanded an immediate investiga-
tion of why the plane did not turn
its guns on the attacking aircraft,

+ . .

THEY WERE TOLD by Secre-
tary of Defense il H, McElroy
and Vice Adm. llace M. Beak
ley, deputy chief of naval ope
tion such an inquirv alreadv

s .

(Continued ¥rom Page 1)

of smoke when the MIG hit us.
“Then I saw Corder. He was
trying to walk across to where I

was sitting. Blood was rushing
from his head, hands and legs.
His flight suit was afire,

“I yelled forward for some
help. I had to keep my posi-
tion manned...I had to keep it
manned.”

Aviation Ordnanceman/1C Rich-
ard E. Nelson, of Jamestown,
Kan., helped the wounded man.

“I got him laid down eon
platform,” he said. “The first
thing I worried about was the
wound on head. I knew

the

rmen Describe Attack

he was hit bad. I had to do some-
thing.”

Nelson said he applied partial
tourniquets to the wounds. *‘That
was all I could do at the time,” he
added.

The damaged plane limped
100 miles to Miho AB with only
two of its four engines working.

Corde condition is ‘‘very
good,”” Yokosuka Navy Hospital of-
ficials said.

Get | Double
Fallout Dose

lke Wary
Of Summit

Chances

(Continued ¥rom Page 1)

talks with President Charles de
Gaulle of France either here or
in Europe to try to settle United
States-French differences,

He refused to elaborate on thes.
controversies, but they are knov
De Gaulle’s insisten

to include
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- When Fighters Struck

(Continued ¥rom Page 1)
utilizing the space for reconnais-
sance-type equipment.

“For a similar reason, and to
compensate for the weight of the
additional equipment, the top tur-
ret had been removed.

‘““When the attack occurred, the
pilot swung the plane away from
the attacking MIGs in order to
bring the tail turret to bear for
defensive purposes. When the pilot
and tail gunner attempted simul-
taneously to talk with each other
over the plane's intercommunica-
tion system, they momentarily
blocked each other out. By the
time that situation had cleared,
the fire from the attacking planes
had disabled the tail gunner’s posi-
tion and wounded the gunner.”

. . ‘

THE REFERENCE in the state-
ment to installing ‘‘reconnaissance-
type equipment” in two of the gun
positions presumably meant that
either cameras or radar  was
mounted in those positions for the
patrol operations of the plane.

Mr. Eisenhower said at his
news conference he was greatly

Admiral—

(Continued ¥From Page 1)
Tuesday by communist MIG
fighters.

*

® *
WHEN ASKED IF he thought
escorts should be given planes fly-
T ing in the area
Adm. Withington
“My opin-
is fighter
scorts might be
more provocative
than useful.”
Adm. With-
ington said he
would do every-
thing in his
power to see
that all gans on
planes fiying in

Withington
the area in the future were in
working order but agreed with
the plane’s pilot, Lt. Cdr. Do-

nald R. Mayer, that the type
of guns carried by the attacked
plane probably are not too use-
ful against MIGs.

24 Pacific Stars & Stripes

concerned over the reported in-
ability to shoot back. He said he
had asked the Navy for a com-
plete report on the incident.

At the Capitol, critical senators
demanded an immediate investiga-
tion of why the plane did not turn
its guns on the attacking aircraft.

. . *

THEY WERE TOLD by Secre-
tary of Defense Neil H. McElroy
and Vice Adm. Wallace M. Beak-
ley, deputy chief of naval opera-
tions, such an inquiry already has
started.

* . *

ASKED BY SEN.' Warren G.
AMagnuson (D-Wash.) if the attack-
ing planes could have been Chi-
nese communist aircraft, Adm.
Beakley said Soviet, north Korean
and Chinese planes all carry the
red star.

But, Adm. Beakley continued,
the location of the red star on
the attacking MIG fighters in-
dicated they were either Soviet
or north Korean.

Sen. Magnuson wondered ‘‘why
we never shoot at these people.
They are always firing first at
us.”

Adm. Beakley replied that all
naval patrol planes are under or-
ders to return any attack but that
the return fire in this case would
have been from the tail guns that
were shot out in the first pass by
the MIGs.

“

(Continued From Page 1)

of smoke when the MIG hit us.
“Then I saw Corder. He was
trying to walk across to where I
was sitting. Blood was rushing

from his head, hands and legs.
His flight suit was afire.
“I yelled forward for some

help. I had to keep my posi-
tion manned...I had to keep it
manned.””

Aviation Ordnanceman/1C Rich-
ard E. Nelson, of Jamestown,
Kan., helped the wounded man.

“I got him laid down on the
platform,” he said. “The first
thing I worried about was the
wound on Corder’s head. I knew

CDR. MAYER

he was hit bad. I had to do some-
thing.’

Nelson said he applied partial
tourniquets to the wounds. *‘That
was all I could do at the time,” he
added,

The damaged plagne limped
100 miles to Miho AB with only
two of its four engines working,
Corder’s condition is ‘‘very

good,” Yokosuka Navy Hospital of-
ficials said.

Fallout Dose

WASHINGTON (AP)—A biolog-
ist says nuclear-test fallout has at
least doubled the dose of radiation
that the thyroid glands of Ameri-
can children and infants receive
in a year.

The thyroids of youngsters
have absorbed at least as much
radiation from radioactive iodine
in fallout as they absorb from
normal surroundings, K. B.
Lewis reported in the June issue
of the proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences.

His article did not say whether
such an increase would cause
damage, or how much of the ra-
dioactivity. could be absorbed
safely.

Lewis, of the California Institute
of Technology, said that radio-
iodine concentrates in fresh cow’s
milk and reaches young people
because milk is a large part of

Of Summit
Chances

(Continued From Page 1)

talks with President Charles de
Gaulle of France either here or
in Europe to try to settle United
States-French differences.

He refused to elaborate on these
controversies, but they are known
to include De Gaulle’s insistence
on a bigger role for France in
high Allied councils and for Ameri-
can help in France's development
of nuclear weapons.

*

—HE STILL favors an inter-
national nuclear weapons test sus-
pension and does not agree witih
opponents of a test ban who say
it would be suicide for the United
States,

The President appeared fto
move slightly from his position
of 2 weeks ago when he said he
would not go to a summit meet-
ing with Soviet Premier Nikiia
Khrushchev under any kind of
threat or ultimatum.

* *

HE SAID HE was not going to
stand in the way of any meeting
which offered a chance to make
even a tiny step forward toward

* »

»*

their diet.

easing the cold war.

Russia Given 24 Hours on Reply to

(Continued From Page 1)
utes in Russian at a Big Four
session, Gromyko took a critical
and hard attitude toward the West-
ern proposals.

Western informants said Gro-
myko complained that the West-
ern plan which would guarantee
existing arrangements in W
Berlin would maintain the basic
form of the Allied occupation.
But the Russian made no ref-

erence to his earlier demand for
a l-year time limit on the Western
military occupation. This was
taken as an encouraging sign by
the Western ministers, who have
warned that such a time limit is
‘‘absolutely unacceptable,”

MR. HERTER, British Foreign

Secretary Selwyn Lloyd and French
Foreign Minister Maurice Couve
de Murville, trying to stave off
collapse of the conference, agreed
to meet Thursday afternoon in
Gromyko's Villa Rose to hear
Khrushchev's decision.

In the Western ‘“face saving’
plan sent to Gromyko Tuesday
night, the Allied powers made
what they hold are substantial
concessions.

One surprise provision disclosed
Wednesday night would allow the
East German communists to as-
sume the Soviet controls over
Allied air, land and canal supply
routes between isolated West Ber-
lin and West Germany,

IT WAS KHRUSHCHEV'S threat

last November to turn over these
controls  to the Kast Germans
which sparked the Berlin crisis
and led to the present conference.

According to a summary of the
Western plan, made public by
Assistant Secretary of State Andre
H. Berding:

“The four foreign ministers
would agree to continued wun-
restricted access to West Berlin
over land, water and air routes
for all persons, goods and com-
munications, including those of
the Western forces in Berlin . . .

““The ministers would agree that
the access procedures might be
carried out by German personnel,

Allied Plan

doné. Any switch to German per-
sonnel would be made without
prejudice to existing (Soviet) basic
responsibilities.” T

* * -

THIS LATTER clause would
mean in effect that the East Ger-
mans would be acting as ‘“‘Soviet
agents’” on the supply line check-

points. In the past the Western
powers have been reluctant to
adopt this formula, fearing it

might be taken as signifying some
practical recognition of the East
German satellite regime,

The Western plan took care, how=
ever, to keep open the West Berlin
escape hatch for East German

where this is not already being

refugees.
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Russ Ask

To Study
West's Bid

GENEVA (AP)—Soviet For-
eign Minister Andrei A.
Gromyko Wednesday gave a
cool reception to the Western
compromise plan for ending
the Berlin crisis. Then he
asked the West for—and got
—24 hours to make Moscow’s
final reply.

U.S. Secretary of State Chris-
tian A. Herter and his fellow
Western ministers stood ready
to arrange an early summit
meeting if Soviet Premier Nikita
Ehrnshchev agreed to what they
regard as a ‘reasonable com-
promise.”

Responsible Western officials said
a flat negative reply from the
Russian leader would break up the
6-week-old conference and increase
the danger of a Berlin explosion,

» . .

SPEAKING STIFFLY for 15 min-
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 2)
* * »

lke Cool
To Summit

WASHINGTON (UPI) -- Presi-
dent Eisenhower, at his news con-
ference Wednesday, said the pros-
pects for a summit meeting have
not improved since 2 weeks ago
when he said not enough progress
at the Big Four talks had been
achieved.

The President said there was
no hope of a fruitful political
harvest at the summit unless the
foreign ministers at Geneva were
at least able to prepare the
ground.

On other subjects the President
said:

—He wants to hold personal

(Continued on Back Page, Col. 5)

. Aviation Electrician’s Mate/3C Donald E. Corder,

WOunded Ta|| Gunner hit by bullets from Russian-built MIG fighters that

’  attacked a Navy P4M patrol plane over the Sea

of Japan Tuesday, is lifted aboard an ambulance by unidentified Navy corpsmen at the

Yokosuka NB helicopter pad Wednesday. Corder was flown from his home station at lwakuni

MCAF to Atsugi NAS, then to the U.S. Naval Hospital at Yokosuka. (S&S Photo)

£ staterient was issuced
after President Eisenhower,
top-ranking congressional
members and other high govern-
ment officials called for explana-
tion of an initial report on the lack
of return fire. That report quoted
a crew member as saying missing
parts were the cause.

The Pentagon said the new in-
formation was based on a prelimi-
nary report of an investigation
ordered by Admiral Arleigh A,
Burke, chief of naval operations.

The P4M Mercator plane origi-
nally was intended for antisub-
marine warfare work, the state-
ment said.

‘“Its normal armament, as an
antisubmarine warfare plane, in-
cludes three pairs of guns-—one
pair of 20mm guns mounted in the
forward turret; the second pair in
the tail turret, and a pair of 50-cal.
guns mounted in a turret, atop the

fuselage,” the statement said.
* * -

“THIS PARTICULAR plane was
assigned to reconnaissance mis-
ions rather than antisubmarine
duty, during its deployment in the
Western Pacific. And because of
this the forward turret, used only
against surface targets, was delib-
erately rendered inoperable by
(Continued on Back Page, Col.1)

* * #

US. Flights
Will Continue

YOKOSUKA, Japan (S&S)—The
U.S. Navy's top commander in
Japan warned the communists
Wednesday that ‘“we will mot let
the Sea of Japan be turned into a
Russian lake.”

Rear Adm. Frederic S. With-
ington made the statement when
he told newsmen that the Navy
will not call a halt to flights in
the area off the coast of north Ko-
rea where a Navy plane was
attacked and badly damaged
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 1)

Gov. Long Released

GALVESTON, Tex. (AP)—Pro-
bate Judge Hugh Gibson announced
Wednesday he has terminated his
custody order of Louisiana Gov.
Earl K. Long and ‘‘the governor
is now free to return to Louisiana.”
Reports said Long had agreed to
enter the famed Ochsner Founda-
tion Hospital in New Orleans,








