[image: Macintosh HD:Users:allanprevette:Desktop:VQ Command History:EA3B Layout:scan0003.pdf]


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:allanprevette:Desktop:VQ Command History:EA3B Layout:EA3B-1.jpg]
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:allanprevette:Desktop:VQ Command History:EA3B Layout:EA3B-5.jpg]
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:allanprevette:Desktop:VQ Command History:EA3B Layout:EA3B-6.jpg]
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:allanprevette:Desktop:VQ Command History:EA3B Layout:EA3B-3.jpg]



[image: Macintosh HD:Users:allanprevette:Desktop:VQ Command History:EA3B Layout:EA3B-8.jpg]





From an EA-3B Evaluator

The most I would say is that the EA-3B aircrew performed SIGINT reconnaissance missions in support of US Naval Battle Group, USMC, and US Army Troops ashore and at other times be tasked to fly National PARPRO SIGINT missions against targeted countries of interest. PARPRO missions were pre-planned sensitive reconnaissance’s events where any available National assets during the EA-3B on station time supplemented and provided coordinated flight following for the aircrew.  SEVALs pre-briefed, in-Flt tasked and coordinated the collection of targeted weapon systems during times of peace to ensure target country Air, Naval, Land and Electronic orders of battle were kept current.  During times of higher tensions, or all out conflicts, the EA-3B
[bookmark: _GoBack]aircrew upon determining that friendly forces were in danger could provide real time indication and warning via a suite of secure and/or clear radio transmissions to friendly forces in danger.  On station time off the coast of a target country typically lasted 4 hrs, excluding the time to transit to and from the host aircraft carrier or land based staging site.  The EA-3B Pilot was able to in-flight refuel and if needed, could extend on station for addition hours.  Should a USAF, RC-135 Rivet Joint SIGINT aircraft be departing or relieving the EA-3B, SEVAL's would make radio contact with the RJ mission supervisor to receive or provide a status or activities that were observed in the targeted area or country of interest and as the RJ departed, the EA-3B crew were all quietly envious that our USAF counterparts would be having dinner in a real restaurant tonight.
 
As for the life on the boat Andy, don't forget to include how the SEVAL could not go to our bunks until our post mission report was officially acknowledged as being released which could occur at mid-night or later.  How the 16mm movie of the night was a looked forward to event as was mail-call, the pop-corn machine, Sliders (greasy burger w/ cheese, bacon and an egg) and soft ice cream from the auto-dog machine (no need to explain the derivation of that name).  Lots more events that effected daily life around the ship: this was a time when females only came onboard during in-port visits, after a couple of weeks at sea, that homely bar girl was starting to look better in the mind's eye, racing to ship's store to purchase that new arrival was a big deal, PMS (Preventive Maintenance Schedule) was still a normal acronym as was the term "Cockpit".  Beer call (a ration of two cans once every 45 days) was permitted at the Ship's CO discretion and it was tough when the aircrew was extended at sea for over 100+ days with a tea-totter carrier CO.  Swim-Call, Steel Beach and Crossing the Equator were events not to be missed....etc, etc, etc.
 
John J. Anayannis VQ-2 1981-84 / VQ-6 1991-94
 
  

From an EA-3B Plane Captain

I operated pos.#3 ECM on operational missions in back end. Position #3 was largely X-band air intercept radars and fire control systems on aircraft (i.e. – Mig and some land-based missile ground to air defense systems.  ECM positions in back end were numbered 1,2,3,4 with #1 being furthest aft which was the evaluator. The front-end cockpit positions were not numbered, however the 3rd crewman's position  (plane captain/crew chief) had spook (CT) receivers incorporated in addition to DECM equip.

Richard B. McClellan VQ-1 1963-67 / VQ-2 1970-74
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VQ-1 Flyby 1962
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VQ-2 EA-3B
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-29383-1

ECM Operators' Stations--EA-3B
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First Sea Wing Mod in VQ-1    



 
Am submitting the following info regarding the EA-3B aircraft with the "SeaWing" 
configuration -
 
In 1969 shortly after reporting to VQ-1, I was selected to accompany LCDR J.D. Meyer 
and crew as the Crew Leader to go to EDL (Electronic Defense Laboratories) to check 
out and fly the new Sea Wing ECM System that was being installed.
 
We (LCDR J.D. Meyer and crew returned to Atsugi Japan with the 1st prototype system 
and shortly thereafter commenced deployments aboard the Carrier and on to DaNang, 
Viet Nam for operational flights.
 
I ultimately flew 196 (recorded) Combat/Combat Support missions in the EA-3B 
SeaWing aircraft and received the Air Medal with 9 Strike/Flight awards, received a 
personal letter of CITATION from Vice Admiral G.P. STEELE, Commander United 
States Seventh Fleet,  and spent approximately 43 months deployment time operating 
from DaNang, Viet Nam.
 
My personal affiliation with J.D. Meyer continued from the time of my retirement in 
1973 until shortly before his demise .
 
Don't know if any of the above information will have any lasting place with the history of 
the EA-3B but felt that I should at least contribute to the record.
 
My Deepest regard to all of those that served with me during that era.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
John E. Bedford, ATC(AC)
U.S. Navy Retired
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SECTION |
DESCRIPTION

THE AIRPLANE

The Navy Model A3D-2Q Airplane is a seven place,
carrier based, long range, high performance, electronic
counter-measures airplane for day and night missions.
It is powered by two Pratt and Whitney J57-P-10 series
turbojet engines installed in under-wing nacelles and is
equipped with retractable tricycle landing gear with a
steerable nose wheel. The airplane is operable from car-
riers which are equipped with the C-7 and C-11 steam
catapults and the Mark 7 arresting gear. The airplane
will accommodate up to twelve JATO units of 4,500
pounds thrust each. The earlier models of this airplane,
approximately half of the total number, have a non-
cambered swept wing incorporating wing slats outboard
of the engine nacelles. A swept wing with cambered
leading edge and full span slats is incorporated in later
models of the airplane.

MAIN DIFFERENCES

The A3D-2Q airplane differs from the A3D-2 in the
following (see figure 1-2):

1. Has an ECM operators compartment aft of the
cockpit.

2. The forward fuselage fuel tank is located between

the ECM compartment rear bulkhead and the aft fuel
tank.

3. Has a prominent lower radome fairing (canoe)
housing direction finding antennas.

4. Inhabited compartments are pressurized to 7.5 psi.

5. Simplified fuel transfer system.

Revised 15 August 1960

AIRPLANE DIMENSIONS

Wing span (wings spread) 7276
Wing span (wings folded) 497 2"
Wing maximum height during folding . .. .27/ 3%”
Wing height folded .16’ 7%¢”
Length (fin erect) . ... T4 4%
Height (fin erect) .. w23t 4l
Height (fin folded)

See figure 24 for minimum turning radius and ground
clearances,

CREW

The airplane is designed to seat a seven man crew con-
sisting of a pilot, a navigator-assistant pilot, a gunnes-
radioman, an ECM evaluator, and three ECM operators.

GENERAL ARRANGEMENT

For general arrangement of the airplane including loca-
tion of the various compartments, water containers, ex-
ternal power receptacle, escape hatches, etc., refer to
figure 1-3. Of the compartments, only the ECM com-

partment and cockpit are pressurized and accessible in
flight.

ENGINE

The Pratt and Whitney J57-P-10 Turbo-Wasp engine
is a continuous flow gas turbine engine consisting of
two multi-stage, axial flow compressors, eight combus-
tion chambers, and a split, three stage turbine assembly.

1
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P-29361-1

Figure 1-3. Aircraft Dimensions--EA-3B
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Part 1--EA-3B
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Headrest lock

Pilot's headrest
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Autopilot controller floodlight
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Kneeboard light switch

Center console

Pilot's left-hand comsole

Pilot's footwarmer

Autopilot pedestal controller
Handpump hydraulic gage

Hydraulic handpump

(handle in operating positionm)
Harness and parachute release handle
Pilot's seat

Baro-release lanyard attachment eyebolt
Baro-release lanyard
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P-29364-1A

Pilot's Station -- EA-3B

Chanced 15 Mav 1966
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1. Instrument panel floodlights 11. Navigator’s oxygen outlet

2. Instrument panel 12, Antiexposure suit ventilation hose

3. Right-hand console 13. Antiexposure suit blower switch

4. Sextant mount 14, Baro-release lanyard

5. Navigator’s headrest 15. Baro-release lanyard attachment eyebolt
6. Antiexposure suit blower motor 16. Navigator’s seat

7. ASB azimuth and range indicator 16A. Shoulder harness inertia reel lock

8. Navigation table stowage 16B. Navigator’s foot warmer

9. Fwd and aft seat adjustment lever 17. MIC-RAD foot switch

10. Up and down seat adjustment switch 18, MIC-ICS foot switch
P-29370-1A
Figure 1-10. Navigator's Station -- EA-3B
1-16 Changed 15 May 196/
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Emergency wind-driven generator 47. Catapult holdback fitting
Pilot and ECM compartment entrance door 48. Aft compartment access door

ECM operator NO.4 position
ECM operator NO.3 position

Catapult

ECM operator NO.2 position
Side escape door
Evaluator's position

Fuselage

011 cooler air duct
External air starting comnection
Compressor discharge bleed

air exit

Jato mounting hooks

Tail bumper

Arresting hook

Speed brake

Aft compartment access door
Deceleration chute

vent exit

hook

lights

Rudder trim tab
Lower rudder
Upper rudder

Figure 1-4. General Arrangement--EA-3B (Sheet 2)








